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Event Overview 
 

The 2015 Canadian Crowdfunding Summit (#CCS2015) was held on March 3, 2015 at 

MaRS Discovery District in Toronto, Canada. This 1st annual summit brought together over 

330 entrepreneurs, investors, crowdfunding portals and other service providers in Canada’s 

rapidly growing crowdfunding and fintech industry. 
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Event Objectives 
 
• Learn vital content from Canadian and international crowdfunding experts, covering 

all models of crowdfunding 
• Highlight economic progress, regulatory updates, emerging opportunities, 

best practices, insights and trends in the industry 
• Showcase crowdfinance and crowdfunding models in the venture funding continuum 

• Provide networking opportunities for entrepreneurs, small businesses, 
investors, government, and academic sectors 

• Showcase new and emerging companies from a variety of industries and growth stages 
• Provide insights from top crowdfunding campaigns 

 
 

 

Attendee Breakdown 
 

#CCS2015 sold out in its first year with over 330 attendees, 50+ 

speakers, and 12 live pitching and showcasing companies. 
 

 
 

 

“A world “Thrilled about the “Very impressive 

class event.” #CCS2015 agenda — summit; I’m amazed at how 

Brian Meece, crowdfunding will transform the developed the industry is.” 

Rockethub way companies get funded.” 

Tim Jackson, MaRS Discovery 

District 

Catherine Murray, BNN 

http://crowdfundingsummit.ca/


 

 
 
 

K 

C 
 

 

J 

C 

Keynote Speakers Remarks 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Tim has a long history as an entrepreneur and business leader. A founder and partner of 
Tech Capital Partners (an early stage VC firm), he was earlier chief financial officer (CFO) 
and chief executive officer (CEO) at Waterloo tech firm PixStream. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Honourable Brad Duguid currently serves as t h e  O n t a r i o  Minister of Economic 
Development, Employment and Infrastructure. He served as Minister of Training, 
Colleges and Universities in February 2013. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Jonathan Medved is a serial entrepreneur, angel investor, and the founder & CEO of 
OurCrowd, the world’s leading equity crowdfunding platform with its community of 7000 
accredited investors from across the globe.

How Equity Crowdfunding is Changing the 
World of Innovation Finance 
 
Jonathan Medved 

CEO, OurCrowd 

 

Official Opening of the Inaugural 2015 Canadian 

Crowdfunding Summit 
 

 

Hon Brad Duguid 

Ontario Minister of Economic Development, Employment and 

Infrastructure, MPP 

 

Opening Remarks 
 

Tim Jackson 

Executive Vice President, 

Corporate and Community, MaRS 
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John Gruetzner is t 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Alec  is  a  Business,  Technology  &  Product  leader  with  20+  years  of  achievement 
delivering innovative solutions to the software development community. At Microsoft, he 
was  instrumental  in  the  launch  of  every  major  operating  system  through  the  90’s, 
including managing the launch of the first versions of Internet Explorer. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John Gruetzner is the principal and founder of Intercedent, a Canadian business and 
investment advisory firm founded in 1988 and focused on Asia. Intercedent has offices in 
Beijing, Hong Kong and Singapore. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Brian Meece is the founder and CEO of RocketHub, one of the world’s top crowdfunding 
platforms. He has lectured on the topic of crowdfunding at SXSW, Fulbright, Cambridge, 
TEDx, White House Roundtables, Maker Faire and other institutions.

Drivers of Change: How Canadian Start-ups can 

Transform the Economy 
 

 

Alec Saunders 

Chief Technology Evangelist  

Microsoft 

 

Accessing Capital in China and Solutions for 

Crowdfunded Companies 
 

 
 

John Gruetzner 

Principal and Founder, Intercedent 
 

 

Stories from the EDGE: The Impact of Crowdfunding 

on My Life and the Communities Around Me 
 

 
 

Brian Meece 

Co-Founder and CEO, Rockethub 
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    Program Highlights 
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Pitching Showcase 
 

Twelve (12) companies were selected to showcase and pitch to leading investors, mentors, 

crowdfunding enthusiasts, key startup ecosystem participants and potential customers and partners 

at CCS2015. The three (3) live pitching sessions were each facilitated by entrepreneurship 

associations, with judges and attendees selecting a winner in each session. 

 

Session Facilitators: 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Congratulations to the pitch session winners! 
 

Pitching Companies: 

MAKERBLOKS | PIGEON | ZOOSHARE 
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2333 
unique tweets 

Media Coverage 
Social Media Stats: 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

E-newsletter 
stats: 

 

Over 1600 
subscribers 

 
 
 
 

 
CCS2015  
Website:  

 

Over 6500 unique 
views from January 
1 to March 31, 2015

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Select press coverage from #CCS2015: 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Video: Highlights from the Inaugural 2015 Canadian Crowdfunding Summit (#CCS2015) 

 

Storify: Social Media Highlights from the 2015 Canadian Crowdfunding Summit 

Images:  View the Full Photo Album from CCS2015 
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Thank you to all our partners of the inaugural #CCS2015! 
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More Info: 

 

MaRS Discovery District 
101 College Street 
Toronto, ON M5G 1L7 

Craig Asano, Executive Director 

National Crowdfunding Association of Canada 
casano@ncfacanada.org 

Lauren Linton, Advisor 
National Crowdfunding Association of Canada 
lauren@ncfacanada.org 

www.crowdfundingsummit.ca 
www.ncfacanada.org 

 

Attendee Feedback 
 

 

What did attendees like MOST about the event? 
 

 
 
 
 

Get Involved With the 2016 Canadian Crowdfunding Summit 
 

 
 

Thursday March 3, 2016 (full day) 
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